I.  Interpretations
1. Roman Empire
The Roman Empire was the post-Republican phase of the ancient Roman civilization, characterised by an autocratic form of government and large territorial holdings in Europe and around the Mediterranean. The term is used to describe the Roman state during and after the time of the first emperor, Augustus. Roman expansion began in the days of the Republic, but reached its zenith under Emperor Trajan. At this territorial peak, the Roman Empire controlled approximately 5,900,000 km² (2,300,000 sq mi) of land surface. Because of the Empire’s vast extent and long endurance, Roman influence upon the language, religion, architecture, philosophy, law, and government of nations around the world lasts to this day.
2. Magna Carta
Magna Carta (Latin for Great Charter) is an English legal charter, originally issued in the year 1215. It was the first document forced onto an English King by a group of his subjects (the barons) in an attempt to limit his powers by law and protect their privileges. Magna Carta required King John of England to proclaim certain rights (mainly of his barons), respect certain legal procedures, and accept that his will could be bound by the law. It influenced the development of the common law and many constitutional documents, including the United States Constitution. In practice, Magna Carta mostly did not limit the power of the King in the Middle Ages, however, it had become an important symbol for those who wished to show that the King was bound by the law.
3. Classicism
It is a term used in art, music, and literature, to characterize work that emphasizes the qualities traditionally associated with ancient Greek and Roman art, that is, reason, balance, objectivity, and restraint, as opposed to the individuality of expression typical of Romanticism. Those are the setting standards for taste which the classicists seeks to emulate. The art of classicism typically seeks to be formal and restrained. Classicism has been a dominant trend, notably during the Renaissance and the neoclassical periods. However, the word is often used imprecisely and sometimes conveys no more than an idea of clarity or conservatism.
4. Realism
In art and literature the term realism is used to identify a literary movement in europe and the united States in the second half of the 19th century and the early years of the 20th century, with its origin in france. It centered in the novel and lay emphasis on fidelity to actual experience. The realists wanted a truthful representation in their works of contemporary life and manners. They thought of their method as observational and objective. In art and literature, realism came as a protest against the falseness and sentimentality which realists thought they saw in romantic fiction. It defines a particular kind of subject matter – the surface details, the commonplace actions and the tragedies of the ordinary people constitute the chief matter of the realist movement.

5. The Pax Romana

In the year 27B.C., Octavius took supreme power as emperor with the title of Augustus. Two centuries later, the Roman Empire reached its greatest extent in the North and East. The emperors mainly relied on a strong army – the famous Roman Legions and an influencial bureaucracy to exert their rules. Thus the Romans enjoyed a long period of peace and prosperity lasting 200 years. This remarkablephenomenon in the history is known as Pax Romana.

6. Gothic 

The Gothic style started in France and quickly spread through all parts of western Europe. It flourished and lasted from the mid-12th century to the end of 15th century and, in some areas, into the 16th. The Gothic was an outgrowth of the Romanesque, but it was given direction by a different aesthetic and philosophical spirit and reflected a much more ordered feudal society with full confidence. Gothic cathedrals soared high, their windows, arches and towers reaching heavenward, flinging their passion against the sky. They were decorated with beautiful stained glass windows and sculptures more lifelike than any since ancient Rome.

7. The Enlightenment

The Enlightenment was an intellectual movement originating in France, which attracted widespread support among the ruling and intellectual classes of Europe and North America in the second half of the 18th century. It characterizes the efforts by certain European writers to use critical reason to free minds from prejudice, unexamined authority and oppression by Church or State. Therefore the Enlightenment is sometimes called the Age of Reason.

8. Faust 

Faust or Faustus (Latin for "auspicious" or "lucky") is the protagonist of a classic German legend who makes a pact with the Devil in exchange for knowledge. Goethe's Faust complicates the simple Christian moral of the original legend. It is a tragedy chiefly in verse. The story concerns the fate of Faust in his quest for the true essence of life. Frustrated with learning and the limits to his knowledge and power, he attracts the attention of the Devil (represented by Mephistopheles), who agrees to serve Faust until the moment he attains the zenith of human happiness. It is not only Goethe’s own masterpiece but the greatest work of German literature. It utilizes a broad variety of styles to underscore its theme of total human experience. Goethe draws on an immense variety of cultural material – theological, mythological, philosophical, political, economic, scientific, aesthetic, musical, and literary. It was the source material for at least two successful operas and has inspired numerous additional major musical works.

II.  Questions
1. What were the chief legacies of Ancient Greece?
Students may choose to talk about achievements in philosophy, democracy, literature, history, science, sports, theatre, art and architecture, etc. 

Please refer to http://teachers.etownschools.org/crick/resources/Greeklegacies.ppt
2. What were the characteristics of the Renaissance?
The Renaissance  was a cultural movement that spanned roughly the 14th to the 17th century, beginning in Italy in the late Middle Ages and later spreading to the rest of Europe. As for me, it has the following characteristics:

1) Revival. As a cultural movement, it encompassed a revival of learning based on classical sources. Renaissance thinkers sought out learning from ancient texts, typically written in Latin or ancient Greek. In such texts they found a desire to improve and perfect their worldly knowledge; an entirely different sentiment to the transcendental spirituality stressed by medieval Christianity.

2) Humanism. Humanism is the essence of Renaissance. Humanists in Renaissance believed that human beings had rights to pursue pleasure and wealth and they admired the beauty of human body. This ran counter to the medieval ascetical ideal of poverty and stoicism, and shifted man’s interest from Christianity into humanity, from religion to philosophy, from heaven to earth, from beauty of God, and the House of God to the beauty of human body in all its senses, feelings, joys and pains. 

3) Religion. Theoretically, the humanists were religious, but they began to look at the problems of God and Providence with a view to understanding man’s work and man’s earthly happiness. It should be emphasized that the new ideals of humanism, although more secular in some aspects, developed against an unquestioned Christian backdrop, especially in the Northern Renaissance.

4) Literature and art. The philosophy of humanism is reflected in the literature and art in Italy and the rest of Europe. One of the distinguishing features of Renaissance art was its development of highly realistic linear perspective, and the development of perspective was part of a wider trend towards realism in the arts. In architecture,with rediscovered knowledge from the 1st-century writer Vitruvius and the flourishing discipline of mathematics, the humanists formulated the Renaissance style which emulated and improved on classical forms. By the 15th century, writers, artists and architects in Italy were well aware of the transformations that were taking place. Renaissance "produced giants in power of thought, passion and character, in universality and learning".
3. What are the particular features of Puritanism?
Puritans was the name given in the 16th century to the more extreme Protestants within the Church of England who thought the English Reformation had not gone far enough in reforming the doctrines and structure of the church. They wanted to purify their national church by eliminating every shred of Catholic influence. In the 17th century many Puritans emigrated to the New World, where they sought to found a holy Commonwealth in New England. Puritanism remained the dominant cultural force in that area into the 19th century.

Puritans believed that human beings were predestined by God before they were born. Some were God’s chosen people (God’s elect) while others were predestined to be damned to hell. The success of one’s work or the prosperity in his calling given by God was the sign of being God’s elect. Therefore, everyone must work hard, spend little and invest for more business. Working hard and living a moral life were their ethics. They regarded Bible to be the authority of their doctrine. To be able to read the Bible and understand God’s will, education was essential for Puritans.

Puritanism in New England (Massachusetts, Connecticut, New Hampshire, Vermont, Maine and Rhode Island) made a great influence on American culture. The Puritans hoped to build “a city upon hill” — an ideal community. Since that time, Americans have viewed their country as a great experiment, a worthy model for other nations. New England also established another American tradition — a strain of often intolerant moralism. The Puritans believed that government should enforce God’s morality. They strictly punished drunks, adulterers, violators of the Sabbath and other religious believers different from themselves. The American values such as individualism, hard work, and respect of education owe very much to the Puritan beliefs.

4. What is the historical significance of the French Revolution?

  The nature of the French Revolution has ever since been debated. But we may conclude that there exist three strands in the explanation of its legacy.

  1) The French Revoution signals the victory of democcracy over tyranny. The revolution instituted a new political culture based on the core values of the nation, citizen, representative (or direct) democracy, and ideological justification of politics.

  2)  The French Revoution also signals the victory of capitalism over feudalism (or the bourgeoisie over nobility). According to Marxist view, in revolutions political and legal changes catch up with more drawn out economic changes.

  3) The French revolution is also the victory of the modern state over Absolutism. In Tocqueville’s view, the patchwork system of the Absolutism, that made it so hated, was replaced by the Revolution with the more bureaucratic and centralized modern state. In the modern state there is more freedom but also more control.
